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Known for its elegant performances, the Cypress String Quartet (Cecily Ward, violin; 

Tom Stone, violin; Ethan Filner, viola; and Jennifer Kloetzel, cello) has been praised by 

Gramophone for its “artistry of uncommon insight and cohesion,” and its sound has been 

called “beautifully proportioned and powerful” by The Washington Post. The Cypress 

Quartet was formed in San Francisco in 1996, and during its initial rehearsals the group 

created a signature sound through intense readings of J.S. Bach’s Chorales.  

 

The Cypress maintains a busy national and international tour schedule, making 

appearances on concert series and in venues including Cal Performances, Kennedy 

Center, Library of Congress, Stanford Lively Arts, Krannert Center and Ravinia Festival. 

Their collaborators include artists such as Leon Fleisher, Jon Nakamatsu, Awadagin 

Pratt, Gary Hoffman, Atar Arad, James Dunham, and Zuill Bailey. The ensemble is a 

vibrant member of the San Francisco arts community and dedicates itself to reflecting 

and enriching the city’s cultural landscape. 

 

Through its signature Call & Response program the Cypress Quartet commissions and 

premieres new string quartets from both emerging and celebrated composers, asking them 

to write in response to already established chamber repertoire. To date, the Cypress 

Quartet has commissioned and premiered over 30 pieces, four of which were chosen for 

Chamber Music America’s list of “101 Great American Ensemble Works.” 

 

The Cypress Quartet members received degrees from many of the world’s finest 

conservatories before coming together as a quartet. These include The Juilliard School, 

Guildhall School of Music & Drama and the Royal College of Music (London), The 

Cleveland Institute of Music, and the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. After a 

residency at the Banff Centre and a fellowship at the Center for Advanced Quartet 

Studies of the Aspen Music Festival, the Quartet coached intensively in London with the 

Amadeus Quartet. Cypress members play exceptional instruments by Bellarosa, 

Bergonzi, Amati and Stradivarius. 

 

 

 

The Cypress Quartet is managed by Christina Daysog Concert Artists. 

 

Visit www.cypressquartet.com for more information. 


